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FROM THE ALUMHI ASLDCIATION

An Auburn Foraskry Alumni meeting was held on Aggust i7, 1979 in con-
Junction with the Alabarma SAF Chapter Meeting in Tuscalocosa.  More than B0
PETSORE wWers present for this mecting.

Gne of the things dliscussed at this meeting was the fact that the vallgw
pepilar planted in memgry of Dr. Chrlstian had died and probably has been
replanted by the time this is writken,

Forestry student David Tysinger gave a report an the "Koothole't publj-
catign which [s available from the Forestry Club,

Alse sach of us was reminded of the opportunity and the need to oenteibute
to the Auburn Forestry Foundatlon. These donstions, when thoy resch s slgni=
ficant level, wiil be ysed to help carry out some of the worthwhile Prajacts
being undertakeh ax Auburn.

sorm: of these prejects were brought into sharper focus for me whep |

attended the Department of Porestry Advisory Committes Meetlng heid an Movembar
I3 and 14, 1379, in Auburn. The purpose of this meetlng was to contlnue work
on the Zelf-Study Report "Blugpeint For Excellence”. The polnt was made hepe

.' " that few, if any universities in the Urited States can match Auburn's basio
dustification for develeping excellence in forestry education and research.
Farests occupy two-thirds of the land area In Alabama and provide the raw
material for the State's largest manufacturing indestry. Seventy=fiwve parcent
of Mabama's forest land is in the private, non-Tndustrial ownership category
and Forest producks employment ranks high among manufacturing amplovers. 1 am
sure many oF you are aware of the problen of making some of these non-ipduseriai
forest landewners aware of the need and the apportunl by to manage these lepds
to their Fullase potential.

Sub-cammittees wore formed to develep the “Blueprint For Exeallence’ in
Forest Biclogy, Ferest $roducts, Forest Maragement-Economics, Forest Measurements,
and Forest Enginesrlng=Harweoiting., A1l of those sub—committess repasried on
the Tmpgrtance of their srea of stody and made recormendatbions for possible
improvements,

Ufie txample of beneficial deveigpment at :duburn 13 the introdectisn of
the Forest Englncering furrlevlum.  Auburn fs the second forestry school in
the nation to offer a prograa that will quallfy its gradyates as both fopeskers
and enginears,

This program should better support the important forest products Tndustey
in Alabama as well as the area as a whole. When the eurrent energy sltuatian
15 considared, thiz program should be benefieial in develonlng more fuel
=fflcient machlnes for site preparation, planting, harvesting, &te.; and the
use of parts of trees gs fuel which have been discarded in the pRSE,




| thiok the sootinulng advancement and up-grading of the Auburn Forasiry
bepartment 15 evident to all of you and hope you witl zuppert thls wrogram at
every opportunity.

James Sherar, President 'E1

FROM THE DEFARTMEHNT

EMMETT THOMPIGM

Happy Mew Tear Alumnsl

As wou can see, you arg receiving the Fall 1973 Newsletter in Wintaer
1980, There is no partlcuiar reason For this, other khan precrastination aw
my part. The past few months have beeh qulire interesting and eventful faor the
Department and | oam pleased to be able to Bring youw wp-to-date with respect to
these activities.

teveral now facalty have joined the Department sfnee the last Hewsletter.
Ralph Metdzhl came with the Departwment last May following compietion of his
Ph.O. in Ferest Blametrics at Wisconsin. Gene Campbell joined ys in June
after campleting the Ph,D. in Forest Economics at lowa State.  Both Ralph and
Gene have a paragraph later in the Newslatter.

bob Leichti joined our ¥Weod Prodycts group as a Research Associate in
June, comling from U. 5. Gypsun Company in Chicage. Alzo in the area of wood

products, Tom Elder Joined us as an Asslstant Professor of wood chemistry on .
Decenber L, 1979, fallowing completicn of his Fh.D. at Texas A & M UnTversity.
We sre still looking for faculty in two additionzl areas, forest economics

and wond products.  (ualified candldates in both these areas are extremely
scarce, Any help or leads you could give in this regard will be appreciated,

The new undergraduate curriculum in Torest enginzering was officially
launched Fall Quarter 1979, and we are extremely pleased o have 22 students
enrollad. As | mentionad Tn the previous MNewsletter, the forest enginearing
gurriculum i¢ designed te meet acereditation standards in both forestry and
angincering. On the sublect of enrgllment, cur everall student pumbers are
down approximataly 20% frem o vear ago. Ve have 280 wndergraduates, the 22 gn
forest engingering, seven in wood products, and 251 [n forest management. Our
graduate enrollment is up with 23 students enrolled. Overall, our geal is to
hold the wndergraduzte enrollment where it is, or perhape a Llttle lower, with
more shifts from forest manegement inte wood producks and forest engineering,
and continue to increase the level of graduate enrgliment. The uwndergraduate
shifts ara simply s matter of markee realities. Employment opportunltias for
graduates are much better in forest products and forest engineatring than they
are [n traditlenal forest management. | shewld hasten to point out that 80
some percent of cur fercst mamagenent graduates did find parmancnt, professlonal
employment 13st vesr, which is much better than Both regicnsl and natiohal
averages. However, the large number of students graduating from this curriculum

countrywide still has a depressing effest upon salary levels. Thers is some
indicatlon thls trend is begipning to reverse. AL the recent SAF National .
Meeting in Bosken there was considerable concern ampng several schools that

enrol Iments are decreasipg to the point of pesslbly causing budget and faculty
reductions, 5o far, this is not a threat to our programs (F hkepe!l.




In Howvenber we hald our annual meeting of the Deparimental Advisory
Committee. This Commltree, composed of 40 some Indlviduals representing all
facets of Alabama Foreskry, has been extremely helpful to the Department in
setting goals and chartlng a eourse to achieve them. We have jolned with the
Advisory Lommittes in developing a self-study repork which attempts to document
our potenthbal, current sltuatlon, ond needs to achleve our potentlal.
Essentially we feel cur pregrams in forest management, forest products and
forest engineerlng can be good or better than any in the country. To do this,
howaver, wlll require trenendous effert oot only From Faculty, but alse students,
&luirni, and the State's professional communfty and industry. When the document
is finished, we wlll summarize it in 3 future Hewsletter.

In Dacember, we held & Short Course in Forest Taxation. Thirty-nine
foresters attended and, based ypon their comments, the Course was gulte successful.
Becaute of enrcliment Timitatlons, we had o return a number of applications.
We will probably hold the Courze again in the Spring. 1 think continuing
sducation for professionals iman area whers Suburn, and most forestry schonls,
has been negligent. Your comments and tuggestions In thls area will Ba apprackated.

| am tempted to say quite & bTt about las¢ year's Summer Camp and the
first Camp at the Soion Dixen Forestry Education Genter in 1980, Howaver - |
not lce most faculty peragraphs go fote quite a blt of detall about thae
exporiencas for last summer, in which we had ever two bundred students In the
combined sumnar camps, 5o, | will leave this discussion to them. | will say
the 36lon Dixon Forestry Education Center is complete and a Resldent Manager
was employed in feptember, The Manager, Rhett Johnson, has a Bachelors degree
in Wildlife Management frem Morth Carclina State and & Masters in Forastry
from Clemson, Rhett is fast becoming famlliar with the Andalusia, Brewton
area and | am sure would be gtad to glve gquided tours of the Center to anyone®
who ¢con take the time to drop by, The Canter will b dedicated some time in
garly April. Hopefully, a number of you, particulazrly those living 1n South
Alabama, wlll be able to attend.

The latter part of this Newsletter contains comments Trom some of oup
recent graduates, and we hove attached a form for each of wou to provide
Taformation you would like to pass on to your classmates and ather alumni. Tf
you will fill out the ferm and retern it some time in the next two oF three
months, your comments will be included in rthe next Hewsletter.

Again, best wishes te each of you for the 19207s.

E. J. BIBLIS

| &m cureently invalved with the following 3 research prajects: (1)
Evaluatien of structural flakeboard and composlte beard panzls for hous Tng
mads from small dimension low grade hardwoods and seuthern plna. WTth this
Froject We hope to be able to utilize seouthern red cok o combination with 5. -
pine or sweetgum for sheathing panels in housing. (20 Evaluatfon of structural
propertles of southern yellow pine and southern hardwsed plywood for sheathing
panels in housing. We have evalusted plywood made entirely from sweekgum and
plywood from pine faces and sweetqum cores. We will try eo combine pine with
oak and sweetgum and cak. (3] Evaluation of flaor, wall and celllng systems
In housing for maximum energy conservarion. Specifle objectives of this
praject are as follows:




To evaluate the thermo- insulating parformance of various axisting

systems of bouse cells defined by the floors, walls and cellings.

Experimental bouse cells will b2 one=-roam Structures appraximately
B X 12" X 12" inside dimensiens.  Evaluation will [nclude:

2. Thermo=lTnsulatlng parformanee ofF cach cell strusture in terms
oF required energy to malntain "acceprabie" leyveils of Yinside!
temperature for both winter and summer.

b.  The cest and evaluate the thermo-insulating performance of naw .
eell' systems for fleor, walls and ceilings In housing without
sacrificlng struckural reliabllley of the house.

The anticipated contribetion of this profect can be summarized as follows:

The design of the experimental vnits and the collectlon of data af the
reguired guantitie: of electricity for heating and for cooling, will ailow us
to make direct comparisions of the effect of the comstruction and Tnsulatlon
af each unit an the energy requirements for hestlng and cosling.

Completian of the proposed work will determine experimentally the most
efficient thermo-insutating performance of the wvarlows existing and mew eell
swabtems In housing.

Diczemination of the experimental results of this work will help hoame
builders and future oew-home cWmers build houses that capm be comfortable with
the minimum amgunt of vequlred energy.

Wh-Chung Lee bas received his Ph.D. degree and is now employed By the

Loncrete Wood Products, at Terry, Hisslssippi. We are zearching for a reseach
associate, poarferably with B.%5 In wood technology o replace Lee.

GENE E. CAMPEELL

First, as gne of the lapartment of Forestry's newest faculty members, |
would 1ike to say hello and that | am pleased to be at Auburn. Parc of my
first summer was spent on tour with 2 group of summer comp students and latesr
with the facelty. 1 welcomed the opportunity to get acqualnted with southern
forestry and enjoved meeting some of the people involved ip the farest Industry
within Alabama and berdering States. | lopk forward to becoming more Involved
in southarn forestry and in working with some of you.

This Becember | will help instruct a short course an forest taxation and
WIT] Eeach forest management and administration whknter quarter. | anticTpate
both will be challenging and exciting assignments. 1 am currentiy lavalved

with the Department of Chemisktry on campus te determine the economic feasibllity
of a new chemlcal pretreatment process to convert plant residues, inciuding

woad, to other prodocts such as alechols and anlmal Feed. My other research
:ntarEEta include Tmproving multiple product otilization gn Alabama's forest
ands.

L. E. DEERUNMEPR

fnother sutmer camp 18 finished, the last of the travel types that has
been the style since 987, One hundred and Five students tack part and are
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glad to say that it 75 owver. [t was a most interesting summer and | want to
take this opportunlty to thank aiot of you alumni for veur part in making it
passibla.  Hexi wvear we will start a sew tradithon at the Solon Blxan forestry
Centar, | <¢an already appraciate the gomfores that will be thera. Air
canditioned guarters, roofs that de not leak, soft beds, hor showers, and low
mileage trips, to nameé a few. The Dixon Center is not Little Rivar, but | am
certain that it will, in a short time, have Tts cwn collectlon of stories,
trials and tribulations. - But just in caze, Tt has been arranged to have the
ofd saw hlade that scrved as 2 bel] for so many years at Little Rivar trans—
ferred to the new facility st Andalusla. | am certain that Te will be appre-
ciated by all who pass that way.

STUART DUEA

I bagan the summer, in June, by attending the Southern Forest Tree Improvement
Conference in Starkville, Mlssissippi. | also attended the 323 (tree breeding)
Fegicnal praject committee meeting while Ta Starkville. Throushout the suemmer
| spent alot of time worklng on o publication dealing with white ash. During
July and August, with the help of Hhe AFC, | graded 56 candidate trees for
ihclusich In eur cataieg of select trees. | was also able to glve a prasentation
of the genetics pragram to the students who agtended the pew-summer camp. In
August, 1 attended the 5-125 (Christmas trees) reglonal project committes
mesting betd in College Stakien, Texas. { was elected to serve as cecrecary
For the next year. Before Teaving Texas, | toured the drought tolarancs work
of the Texas Forest Service, and arranged to obtaln some materials for testhng
i Alabama. :

JAMES F. BOGEANS

The weather is turning coldl  Summer must be gone, however, | cannot
temember what happened to it. | do remember attending the Sewthern Forest
tree Improvement Conference at Starkville, HissTsslppl and meeting some of our
alumil there. We are making an effort to select additions] parents for ocur
pine seed prchards and thlis summer we graded 5D new parents.

Wy memory [s improving,  Certainly, | can't forget the 45 acres of
¥irginia pine saed source tests that we are growing, Protecting them from tip
moth and red-headed-saw fly. during the growing scasan did raquire & bit of
effort. However, we expect to find some good new courges of Virglula plne for
Christmas treet in these seed source tests.

-BOEBY L. LANFORED

Both the teaching and research programs in Forest Enginearing and Harvesting
are very active at this time. The new Forest Engineering curriculum commenced
officially this fall evea though seme students began sariier with courses
necessary in the new program. Currently, we have twenty=two students enrolled.
Upan graduatTon Forest Engineeripg students will be recognized asz professziomals
by the Society of American Foresters and the Enginesring Councl] for Professlonal
Devalopment, Two students whe transferred cut of other angineering programs
should graduate by the and of the 1980 and become Auburn's first Forect Engincars.
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Il research, two projects are starting to produce reports. Over the last
twa suminers the Forest Service Engineering Group and | -have been conducting
Elme and praductTon studies on rubber tired drive-to-tree feller bunchers.
Motct of this data has been analtyzed and the flrst of a series of reports is
close to completion, This work will continua in the future with additicnal
fFindlngs and mare studles on & small Four wheel drive skidder made by Halder.
That data hat been analyzed and is balng put in report form by Roy Hoffman, an
Honars studest in Forest Management, a5 his senior thesis,

How research developments include approval of & project to study methods
and equipment For thinning and a new graduate student, Chuck Lawrence. Chuck's
interest are in operations research with an emphasis oh slmulation as applicd
the harvesting operations.

H. 3. LARSEN

The year of the new curriculum began with the 1379 summer camp. Qree:
major change was the transfer of dendrology which | teach, from the fall to
the summsr quarter and & breadenlng of coverage. Hencoforth, students wlil be
Fequired to know not only the trees, but seme of those “weeds'' groawing under-
neath them as well, This is a response to the growing emphesis en moltiple-
use management and the forester's need for a better understandlng of the total
forest cocamunity. The primary goal is not to teach recognition of a large
number understory plants which would be impractical, but to develop the
ahility to use standard botanical keye for identiflcation of any klnd of plant
when neces5ary.

The two other courses which have been ny responsibility, 511wlcs | and
tilvles |1, have also bean changed, in both name and content. Silwics |18
new ‘Tree PhysTology, It's lab bhas been eliminated and the lecture reduced
from & to 3 hours per week necessltating eiiminatfen of some toplfes and revisTon
of come matarial retaimed. $ilvics |l is now Forest Ecology. fts iab has
been reduced from 2 to 1 session per week, reducing the class time and repart
load for hoth instructar and students, and the -lecturs has been extanded one
hour per wesk, This will glve more coverage of some additional applled sccitgy
invelved in silwleultural practice.

SAH EYLE

This past year has been a busy ene for me and everyonce in the department,
At ETmes, we seem to have students coming eub of cur ears. Summer camp, with
twe sets of students, may have beaten Tuskegee Forest to her knees. Some of .
the section 1ines looked |ike highways after about four crews of flve students
aath had run the line with transit and staff compass.

| have a new grant fron Drummond Coal Cempany to do some mers surface
mine reciamation research. It is interestipng work, even though the new
federal reclamation law sometimes canfuses things for researcchers and re-
clamationist, Don Janes |5 now working for Drummend as a statistics anhd
computer experkt, | see him oftenm ond he Tikes his Wark.

We are thinking about having a3 one or two day short course for people whe
are concerhed with tree planting. If Tt eomes about, it will be shortly




before tree planting season Tn the Fall of 1980, Do you think such a short
coursa would be worthwhile? |f you have any ldeas or conments about such a
schoal, Tet us kneW.

RICHBRD MARTIN

This past summer | had the opportunlty Eo teach Ferest Englneering In the
lgsr O1d Summer Camp''.  One hundred ten stodents, fiopd Grief! But, they were
good students [better than 1 was if | reeall}l and worked hard, forcling me to
at least work as haed as they did. | also felt the presence of someone |
mever know looking ever my shoulder and spurring me on. Al in afl Tt was fun
and a great exparience.

Beetle damage in sevaral sxperiment stations has been extensive and
Fesylted in several salvage sales. 1f rhe winter doesn't knock them bagk,
loss threatent to be severs, [ have mansged to get out and work up treatment
plans for the Piedment and Upper Coastal Plain statiens. Both station managers
have shown an interest going bevond harvest, (t's encouraging gnd there is an
opportunity to demonstrate some basic techniques appllcable to small landawners.

RABLPH MELDMMHL

After surviving my first summer in the South | am glad to be at Auburn.
The mensuration pertlon of the last "old" summer camp kept me qulte busy, o
say the lsast. It was a learning experience for both the students and che
professar. | am preparing to tesch the mensuration eourse in the wintar and
spring quarter and will cover basic mensuration and growth and yield.

I have also spent considerable time discussing poscible research areas
with other bicmetricians in the South and am currently preparing a research
proposal in the area of growth and yield with soms emphasis on simulation
modeting. There asppears to be a need for infermation in this arca and | btope
to develop an active research progranm.

ROBERT TUFTE:

I'm sure that by the time you get to my paragraph you Wil have heard
plenty about this year's summer camp. tlthough | was hoplng to forget it as
soon as pessible.  § will zay something about it also, sinee | was responsible
for teaching ower half af the courses in the new camp. My courses ineluded
three sections of surveying, cartography, and mensuration and one section of
directed studies in anglneering. | had classes eight hours per day fiwe days
2 wack For ten weeks except for one wesk when 1 was off in the tharnina.
However, the next week | had thres completely different classes gaing at the
same time to make up for the slack. To make my sumner cemplete my prelude to
camp was two waeks in Tooele {wherel}l, Utah ro perform mry yearly active duty
for the Alabama Hatignal Guard.

Since sumner, 1 have completed a study of equipment cost escalatlon which
w111 come out as an American Polpwsad Associatlon report sometims in the near
future. | am, alsa, stll} warking on my dissertatian and hopefully By the

rnext newsletter will be able ko veport my promotion to assistant professor.




In the spring the Forestry Club will publlsh the rhicd wolume of its
yearbook, The nothole. The members of the Knpthoie staff favite you te keep .
up with student actlvities within the Ferestry department by subscribing to

The ¥aothale. Please send the attached order farm and $5.00 per subscription

tio:

'The Hnothale'
Pepartment of Forestey
Aunburn Univers[ty
Aubura, AL IGEB3I0

Pisase make all checks payable to 'The Knothole!.
Thank yau for your support of this publicatlon.

flnceraly,

The Mnathole Staff

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN

HAKE:
ARDRESE: _
Ftreeg Ciky Stats Zip
Ruantity Aamount enclosed




HEWS FROM ALUMHI

Hancy Aberpathy - Class of 1978
Presently warkling o master's degree in Forast Blumetrlcs at
Univarsity af Georgla, Expested graduation date is June 1980,

Mike Bailey = Class of 1973
Groduate student in Biomeirics, Unlwversity of Washlngoon

Faul Daan - Clase of 1978
Presantly working as Holmes County Forester in Bonlfey, Flerida.

Mina M. Bowling = Class of 1979
Im my pesitlen as forest engineer with Suckeye Gellelose, |
am dealing primarily with the deslgn of harvesting systems and
the ongoing studics of company equipment.

William C. Jones - Class of 1978
Employed by Pope-Jones pulpeood Company as a procuvemsnt forestar,

Foy ©, ¥endrick = Class of 1373

I'will ke Dlstrict Conservationist for 305 serving Tallapeoss County.

kay Lenair - Class af 1979 and

Glen Brewn = Class of 1978
Were married September 22.  Kay works for Roscurce Management
Seryvice 1n Blrmingham, Alabama and Glen warks for Arthur Brewn
& Sans Puipweod Dealers in Jasper, Alabama.

James Allen Harris, Jr. - Class of 1978
There are currently oniy six Vocational Forestry (high Schogl)
pragrams in the State, | think this is one wery lmpartant area
te be covered In educating the public on the Forest Iodostry.
This 15 a way by which we can begin the education of young peocple
Into the world of forestry. The other pregrams beve sent some
students on Into forestry, and | hawve seyeral continuing thefr
educaticn in forestry dlrectly because of thls ceurse. | would
Pike to thank tha Forescry Industry (Several companles] In theirt
heTp and tooporation with our program.  Our programs sre not just
book=wark since to learn forestry wou have to be outside snd much
of the lTearning dene f5 by 2 hands-on situatlen. The students
gain skill and experience in such arsas as:

Timker Harvesting
Prescrlbed Burmlng
Operation and Maintenance of GChainsews
Trea tdentiflantion .
Mapping
Tree Flanting
Hursery work
erc.

Thiz 15 not to say these students are professionals, we have but
teuched the surface on many of these areas but they do hawe a
wery good general ground-werk of Fopestry,

We do ={iT] need help by speakers and Fleld trips from the forest
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industey and alsa jobs fer thess studants inm the men-professional
ranks. These stoudents are not competitive for the professional
rankz and are not taking away any job: of the college graduate.

Charlotte 4, Sage - Class of 1978
Xisatchie MHaticnal Forest, Louislana
Evangeline Ranger District
fssistant=Timber Management
Wy daogheer, Jamic, and | are doing fine and gre lopking forward
far the day when we'll be back in Alabama.

Barry J. Turpla r Class of 1979
Mursery Superyisor for Champion Internatlonal's  Alabama Region.
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