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FROM THE ALUMNI ASSQCIATION

ft is a great feeling to ke making my final massage to you =
great in the fact that | had great ¢fficers who did most of the
work during the past twe years, and most of all, great alumni whe
did not let their Forestey Department nor the Alumni Assogiation
down when & project was to be dona. FPlease continue o support the
new officars as you have supported oe for the past fwo years.

The new officers for 197%-80 are as follows:

President: James H. Sherer {'61)
VWiee President: Wayne §. Strawbridoe ('65)
Secretary=Treasurer: Richard H. Cumbie {'69)

Let 45 revied briefly with you the past twe vears' accomplish-
ments, and 1 believe you too will be quite proud of what vour
Association has heen doing.

Tour Alumnl Asscelation was active in giving Professor beVall
a super retlrement ewvent which took place during the Southeasterk
Section meeting, Society of American Foresters, Tm Birmlngham,
Alabama, February 1, 1978, On #arch 13, 1978, the Poard of Trustees
of Auburn UniversTty voled to name a street locaked Tn front of the
Farest Products Laboratory DeVall Ztreet. The locatleon 15 in the
griginal forestry plot section of the campus.

Your Alumni Association preschted a Forestry Handboolk and a
$50.0¢ check to Roger D. Young of Piedmont, Alabama Te 1977, and to
David Duff of Huntsville, Alabama in 1978, in connection with the
Forestry Liub's annual fwards Banguet.

The Alumni Hewsletter s now being matled to you biannuoaliy
to improve communlcations between the Forestry Department, the
ttudents, and the Alumni Associatign.

Your Aluamnl Asscciation contributed $175.00 to the first edi-
tion of the Enothole which was published by the Auburn Foraskry
Club. Incidentally, they mailed a eopy to each dues paylng member
of the Alumni AssacTatTon.

Yaur Alumni Assaciation presented waiches to four retfring pro-
fessors st the Auburn Forestry Department whe have given much to
make the program what it is today. The retiring profescors were:




Frofessor Mnox Livingston
Or. Earl Hodokins
Frofessor Henry Posey
Frofessor Goorge Garim

Good 1uck and best wishes from the Aluomni Association.

! am moest Improssed with the Adburn fovestry students, and if
you as alumni have not taken the cpportunity to neet Lhen, or visit
the Auburn Forestry Pepartment recently, please do for it 18 mosi
rewarding.

fn Auburn forestry alumnt meeting 15 planted at the ZToutheastern
Section meatipg, Society of AmerTcan Foresters, to be held at Cal-
laway Gardens Jamuacy 17-19, 1979. The meeting will be especially
convenient for our alumni 1ivlng in Grorgia te attend and see Tlrst-
hand what s happening &t Auburn.

Last, but not least, | would tike ta personally thank Jim Buford
('57), VWice Fresident, and Chester Billie ('69), Sceretary-Treasurer,
whot hawve done an excellent job for your Association.

Fipally, to the alumnb, | thank you for allowing me teo have thls
refreshing and rewarding experience of zerving you. Llet vs remember
the abjective of tha Auburn Forestry Aluon] Assceizticn: to bind
Auburn foresters togethar professionally ond socTally anrd bo support
the Auburn Universfty Department of Forastry.

Fred Harmon. {'59}

Fresident
A.U. Ferestry Alumni Association

FROM THE DEPARTHMENT

Emmett Thompson

ln late September, we cranked up for another academic year, Dur

Fall Quarter =nrallment i 345 stodents, 328 undergradumtes and 17
graduates. These numbers reprasent a decrease of B8 uadergraduates,
and an increase of & graduates, compared ta one vear ago.  The da-
crease in underqraduoate enrolbment was somewhat predlctakhle, since
we have dropped the recreation optlon in the forest management cur=
riculum and instituted a new forest mamagemsnt curriculom beqlnning
With this year's freshmen. The tew curriculum 15 somewhat more
rigorous than previcusly. The undergraduate woed products entoll-
menk continues to be small, and one of our gozls is te increase this
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progrem as we add additlonal faculty Tm the Forest Products Lal.
Also, one of our objectives 1s to strengthen the graduate program
Mm terms of diversity, quality, and quantity. | belleve we are
begioning to see some positive results in this latter grea.

Emplayment opportunities for B.5. graduares durlng the past
y=ar have been about the same as last year in terms of humber of
positions, However, because of an Tnerease In the number of qradu-
@tes, our employment percentage has dropped. We have slightly aver
70% of our 1978 gradustes employed, compared to B0% one Year ago.
While the percemtage is down, it is stii] significantly higher than
both national and reqional averages, We will continue to stejye
to produce the best possible B, 5. graduate, and appreclate your as-
sistance in forwarding information on employment opportunities.

tn the spring Mewsletter, | indicated the Repartment was re-
vising the forest managemenz curriculum and that | wouid discuss
the new curriculum in this Newsietter. We did submit a foreet
management cuerriculum revision to the Unlversity Administration
durfng the late spring or early summer. The corricuium has now been
through atl the proper channels, and is Fuily approved, and is im-
plemcnted for freshmen, A copy of the new cerriculum is on the
foliowing page, There are several major deparkures from gur pre-
vious program. First, and most obvious to new freshmen, 2 an in-
crease in mathemotics and seience in the freshman and sophomore
years, We fesl this fs consistent with the need to estabiish a
very firm basls upen which te deveiop the professianal forestry
courses [n the junior and senmior years, The other major change in
the currfeutum is the placing of Summer Gamp after the freshman year,
rather than after the junTor year, asz in the previous currTenlum,
Actually, & student may teke Summer Camp after either the freshman
ar the sophomore year., Howsver, Summer Camp 2 prerequisite to all
the prefessional sourses fn the jonior and senior years, Orviously,
the new Summer Camp it introductory in naturs, rather than containing
soms terminal courses as previously.

We are praposing ome additional change in our undergradoate
program.  Together with the Department of Agricultural Enginesring,
we have proposed a jeintly admninistered curriculum T forest en=
gineering. This proposal s currently belng considered by the
University Administration, and it would be premature to announce
it. Howsver, | hope by the time of the spring Newsletter, wa will
have some positive action on this program and ! can dizcuss Tt In
considerable detail. | will say that we feel this [: a positive
addition to our tetal undergraduate offerTngs, and if it materTal-
izes, wlll place Auburn Tn the farefront in terme of fopest en-
ginecring in the 3outheask,
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As indicated in the spring 1978 Hewsletter, Professar Posey
did retire at the end of June. Mr. Posey was the fourth member of
the faculty to retire doring the 1977-78 academic year; the others
being Mr. Pevall, Dr. Hodgklns, and M. Livingston.

We have recently employed two new faculty members, and are
currently recruiting to fill three addTtional vacancies. Ralph
Meldahl, who T3 completTag his doctorate in forest hiomstrics at the
University of Wisconsin, will be jeining us Januwary 1, 1979. PRalph's
primary responsibility will be in growth and yield research. How-
ever, he will be invelvaed [n teaching varfous courses in the men-
suration area, as well as develeoping a graduate pregram in mehsur-
ationfhiometrics.

Robert Tufts, also a doctoral student, but at Virginia Tech,
will Join the Department in March, Robert's area of specialty is
timber harvesting, Along with Bebby Lanford, who jolned us last
vear, he will give us a nueleus of personnel Im this area, while
most schools have no gquallfied personnal Tn harvesting. The U.%.
Forest Service Englneering Research Unit lacated on campus currently
has three farest engineers.gn their staff, so the total comcentra-
tign of forest enginenring talent at Auburn Ts greater than ak any

. ather locatlen T the South, We fesl thiz gives us an advantage Ik
devetoping programs in timber harvesting research and education.
We intend to capitalize upon this sdvantage. The forest anginesring
undergraduate curriculum ! mentioned earlier is one approach we
are taking.

ke hawve also benefited from having Art Melson with vs during -
the Fall Quarter. Art i3 ¥WTce President far Indostry Affairs,
Champion International Corporation. We were able ta work qut an
agresment with Art and Champion for him b3 spend throe days a
week at Awvburn during the Fall Quarter, teaching Forest Policy
and Law, All indications, particularly student reagtions, are
thiz has been an extremely bereficial experienca. 0Onc of Art's
major respensibilities with Champion Ts5 to keep the Corpeoration's
top executives apprised of current developments in forast palicy.
fur students, ther, receive the same analyses of current forest
policy issues, along with thelr historical causes, as do the top
execublves in one of cur major Fforest producks firms. We ars also
extrenely pleased that Art has given in Eo ouwr gehtle persuasion,
and will be back Spring Quarter tg teach another sectlon of Forast
Palicy and to coordinake & course in Wood Procurement which will
bo eaught primarily by [ndustrial personnsl.

..__,FJ_TT}E-_EGW"PHM& are crrrantby resrubting to fE1_are_Th forest
managemantfeconemics and wood scienceftechnology. We are lookiog
. for an econemist wlth serong training [n manageris] economics Ro




teach senfor leve] courses in forest managemeni, as well az develop
a graduate program and conduct research in the zrea. 1h wWood
sclence and technology, wo are recruiting for two new positions In
the Forest Products Labaratory. One, or possibly both of the posi-
tiong, will be in wood chemistry, The second position, if not in
vwood chemistry, wili be in some aspect of composite products. |
Hopefully, by the time of the spring MEHE]EttBr, we Will be able to
report success [n Filllng these vacancles.

The remainder of the Noewslatter i: deveted b0 tews from jn-
dividual members of the faculty.

Evang&las J. BiblT=

Research continues in the new Farest Products Laboratocy. We
continue to work with properties of souchern pine plywood speclfi-
cally with compression and rolllng shear strength and stiffness in
both the dey and wet condition of plywond, Mo are alfo initiating
a8 new profect that concerns the development and propertles of,
fz} compasite plywood {utilizing enldirectlonally ariented thin
particlcboard as cores with southern pine faces and pessibly red cak
backs}, and (b) flakeboard from mixtures of southarn pine and sweat-
gum, Finally, we will be alzo working with anether new project con-
cerning "Evalwation of fleor, wall, and celling systems Tn housing
for meximum energy conservation'', The latnst project is financed
by a $35,000 grant from the University's effart Tn Energy Research.

Conrad Brewer

| had the opportunity to travel arcund the 5tate a litrle this
past sommer with Earl BeBrunner and seme of the ztudents in Surmer
Camp, This wes enjoyable and gawve me a chance to meet many of you.

STnce the Fall Quarter started ! hawve been really busy. | am
enjoying teaching silviculture apd have instlreted a practTcal ox-
ercise in some of the labs that the students have reacted to in
somewhat dlfferent ways (depending an thelr grades). The exercise
invelves timber marking practice for thinnings, kmprovement cuts
and reproductlon cuts, These cut-and=-leave tests give the students
practical experiencs in 2 competitive but anjoyable way.

Qur hew curriculem is being instituted but not without prob-
leas. The students and advisors together are finding that registra-
tion is still a hasale. Once all of the students on the ofd cur=
ricuium have graduated we should have a much easizr time of it.
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Earl DeBrucner

Summer Camp with B0 some students tended to koep a number of
the faculty busy, including the "teup diregter'. We took o many
of the old places and added several new stops, but each of the
Summner Camp students gobt & little taste of the old camp at Little
River.

This fall | teok la the 3AF meeting Tn 3t. louwis, whera | got
to see and talk te a number of our graduates and seme Farmer staff
pagplie teon, Among the latter group were Bob Gilmore, Lamar Teate,
Dick Meier, and Keith Lynch, '

Wilhur DeVall

Alumni and friends of the Departmant of Forestry at Auburn may
be Interested 'n forestry events that preceded them or that took
place follewing departure from the campes. My efforts to record
sama of the acklon will be found io two publicakions released since
the spring of 1978,

Bulletin 501 of the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station
reviews thirty years of research on Experimant Forests in Coosa,
Barbour, and Autaugs counties that have been under the administra-
tion of the Department since about 1942, This Ts mere of a histor?-
cal document than it is a source of current information on the
practice of forestry. Gt (s documented with data from carly cxporl-
ments, pletures of forest conditions Tn the early '40's Tn these
countTes, and puhlished information related te the solls and re-
sources in these coonties back to the pre~1330 era. | chose to
aive it the simple tTele, YA 30 Year History of Rescarch on Auburn
UnTyersity's Experiment Forests''.

The Aptl1l, May and June issues of ALABAMA FORESTS published
by the Alabame Forestry Association carried one article each,
descriptive of the Administrative, Teaching, and Resaarch accom-
plishments in forestry at Auburn, respectively, Only the "flrets!
in forestry during the first 50 years of forestry at the Land Grant
CoTiege are recorded, Picturas reveal how friends, alumni, and
guests of the Department of Foreskry looked Vyears ags'”. The
Bepartimant saw Tit to reprint these articles under the title "Auburn’s
Farestry Program — its first half century 1927-1977"'. Copias waere
mailed to those on the mailing 175t of the Department, ndlviduals
gn a list | prepared, persons Tnvoived Tn programs described Tn
the articles, and relatives of deceased persons named in the artl-
cies or whe appeared in the pletures used. Additional copies of
the reprint may he obtained from the Departmant of Forestry.




When one retires he is free to set his own schedule, do his
own thing, but most important of all, keep busy. | hawven't run out
of things to do since retirement February 1 of this vear, but neither
have | considered what 1'm doing as werk, Two years age | desided
that uwpon retlremsnt | wanted to do semething no one 2lse had ewver
dons. Thig, | beliave | have accompliched with the formation of
FRORY ZERVICEZ, LTD. My mailer and bustness card suggqest that when
yoo are top busy to artend meetings, wvou should call me and 1ot me
be yaur proxy. | will go anywhere in the world {passport walid
untTt 1980 te represent & client. | will vote as instructed, argue
for or against issues using your documentation, reeord speeches and
send you & cassotte, take pictures of speclal ewvents amtd provide
frints, take notes on or minutes of meetings, bring you copies of
programs, press reisases, and handouts, just as though you had
attended yourself. Yes, |'ve had & client or two bBut the idea is
a bit too new to cateh on like wild fire. One can't earn too much
or the geed old retiremesnt bepefTts have to bs forfeited. Come
sez me Tn Room 106 when you are on campus.

Stuart {uba

Since joining the Department of Forestry tast November, | have
spent considerable time beacoming familiar with the cxtenzive tree
breeding proaram. Ower the sommer, [ attended two reglonal project
technica] commlttee meetings, one dealing with the hreeding of
southern pinas and the other with the production and marketing of
Christmas trees. |In cooperation with the Alabama Forestry Commission,
| have graded 28 trees for the possible fnclusion in the Improvemant
program as superior trees. We alszo have a2 problem with not belng
able o tuccessfully graft some of these parcnt trees into seed
orchards, so | am using a twig rooting technigue to iry and aileyl-
ate the probilem with trees that are incompatible in grafting. The
technique shows promise for commercial wse. We are mreparing Tor a
lot of date collecting when tres growth is concluded for this year.

Dean H., Giarsiad

In last year's MNewsletter ! indicated development of a coopara-
tive in chemical vegetation contrel. We have boen quite successful
in this wenture. The Avbuern University Forestry Chemicals Coopara-
tive membership currently includes 12 forest industrles, the U.5.
Forost Service State and Private, the U.5. Forest Service Southern
Experiment Station, and & chemical companics. Major ressarch areas
Include sflvicultural herbiclde wses for sTte preparation =nd stand
release and developing nursery weed contrel techniques. A major
oshjective of the Cooperative is to register harbicides for forestry
1155
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Fer several years our major reésearch effort has been a reglonal
rursery weed control profJect. This researeh has been used to obtain
natTonal and state registrations for several herbicldes. These
herbicides are now providing forest nursarymen with legel, effective
and low cost weed contral alternatives.

Using a similar approach, the new project has been expanded to
Tnelude =1lviceltural uwses of herbliclTdes. Larry Nelson, praviously
a weed scientist with Weyerhasuser Company, has joined our staff to
aid in this research. Dur objective (s to provide forest managers
with cost affective herbicidas to reduce competition and Tnocrease
wood production.

Glebtn Giawer

{tne area of research which has not been stresced at Avburp in
the past 75 growth and yieTd, | have spent the past several months
initiating a rescarch program in this area. One prolect, just
approved, [nvolves volume and weight predictions of all above-ground
tras components in relatign to the Forest Survey Inventories. This
ghould allaw for broader application of past and future Forest Sur-
veys., There Ts a great deal of work needed in both pine and hard-
wodd growth and yield in Alabama. 1 am now evaluating needs and
leoking for cppartunities for future research.

Jangs F. Geggans

During the past year | have cooperated in the establishment of
the Alabama Christmas Treae Growsrs Association. This group i3 naw
the focal polnt of a growing industry in the State, Since Virginia
ping is the best tree that we have for Christmas tree production in
Alabama, we bhave established T7-source Virginia pine seed=source
studies in three regions of the Stare. Our cooparative tree im-
provement program with the Alabame Forestry Commisszlen is progressing,
This year the Comiission will sel]l for the flrst time wvery limited
quantities of slash and lablolly seedlings that will be "Certifled
non-t2sted seed orchard" seedilngs. Resules of our Alzbama lpb-
felly pine seed source study after 1% years Thn the Fisld Wil be
publshed saon.

E. W. Jghnsan

Gn September 1, 1978, | went from the teacher-research cake-
gory to the straight teacher category. The prajest through which
pholte-interpretation keys for the forest cover in the state wers




being developed was termlnated and not renewed. Consequeariy, 1
have spent the bulk of my nen-tsaching time trying to clean up the
loose onds of that research., The final two keys ore in senuscript
form and hopefully will be in the hands of the printers by the end
of the year. Don Janes and 1 are informaliy looking into the subject
of slep-over Tn polnt-samplling. We feol that we widl hewe something
te say about that subject in the near Future.

Sam LETn:-.

i taught my flrst underqraduate clasy in meny years during the
spring guarter. It wasn't too bad for me, but {'m not going to ask
the students how they feal about it. They zccused me of aimost
runring the bus of f a narraw weoden bridge. Hewsver, 1*m sure that
at least half the tires were 5711 an the Bridoc at the ©Gbpe. i
lookTng for gome grant maney to do more surface mine reclamation
tesearch, and have come propesals out to granting egencies at the
moment. ©Dne organlzatleon wants us to investigate the ovse of sewnge
sludge on surface mines. 1711 conslder Y& a5 sasn as | find o
whather the sowage 12 raw or digested.

Richard MHartin

By assisting JTm Frazier Tn Forest Emglneering | oot my #irse
taste of forestry Summer Camp at Auburn. Hoi and & tot of worek
{moetly for the students) but a lot of fun too.

Gver the last few manths | have Tnventoried the three ovalying
mits conteolled by che Department. These unites contain abont 650
aores and ware acquired In the early 1980's,) Most of 18 work done
on the areas was expsrimental ip nature but these units are now in
excel lent thape and will shortly be brought under management afead
toward providing a steady harvest as well a5 a place for research.

Art Helson

| hawve the pleasure of béing wvisitTng Professor in Forest Policy
and Law at Auburn for the fall gquartter. fs 2 semi-retired Yice—
Fresident in the Timberlands Divigion of Chemplon Irtertationst
Corporatlon, | am attempting o rinc to this course a history of
how foresc poiicy ir this country developed and = tewview of the forast
policy lssues which face prefessiona: foresters todey, Fartiewlar
emphasis 15 being placed on the dovelopment of ©he Eowirobmental
movenent and the mapner in which the recently passed environmental
laws impact on the practice of forsstry on both publie amd private
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lands. Some {ssuyes such as the RARE 1| exerclise and the regulations
.for the National Farest Hanagement Aet of 1976 will still ba in the
Frocess of SoTutlon as our graduates begln their prefessienal careers,
A first hand knowledge of thesa Tssues should enbance thelr staturs
a3 they bogin their tearch for erployment.

H. G. Fns&z

"ipriza, Sprise," to quote Gomer Pyle! The university tear-
fully bade me adieu oh July 1. Hoewewver, Emmett gracieusly offared
me offlee space. 1 Teft "Ciud 227, previeusky known as 'The Flop
House'r, and am now Tn "Reipht, Room 203. The faculty, old and new,
are overjoyed! The prospect of exlstence without my snarles, ter-
rifled them!

On Awgust 17 at a tayish banguat in Montgomery, wou prasented
a8 watch to each of the four mest recent faculty discards! dne of
them, the watchas, features i3 the wisTble passing of esach second.
[ spend some time in “'Delphi® viewing mina and mental ly countlng,
Uope less, two lTess, ete.! Sepriousiyv, | da thank vaou,

A recent graduate semi-seriously. asked 1f the "Establlshment"
was going to name anything after me. | said, Y'Sure; there I3 a
committae trying to decide which of the men's restrooms o so
honor!''  And that!s that!

| mzde an appaal in last year's Mewsletter for "Chris! stories.
| recelved none!  PreviousTy, [ kad recelved but 170 Wers you just
“"woofing' the many times you told me how much he meant to you?
Pass it gn! This is the "last asking''!

G, with God!

k. €. Tang

1 Jolned the Forestry faculty group at Avburn Unlversity on
March ¥, 1978, Formerly with the Department of Forestry at the
University of ¥eantucky where | haye taught courses and conducted
recearch in wood zoicnee and technology for the Tast ten years.
turing that pericd my research attention was on the aress such as
compesite trantmissjen poltes, Fiber quallity of fast grewing hard- .
wands, noise contral in wondworking machines, mechanics of compos-
ite materinls, computer slmalation of tree growth medai, and Tumber
drying stress analysis, From 1959 to 1963, | worked as g staff
Forester if the Talwan Forest Bureas on forest monagement and sil-
viculture.  Fn 1968, 1 received my Ph.D. deqree from Nerth Carel Tha
State UaTwersity in Wood Scichce. '



The newly estab)ished Forest Products Research Laboaratory at
Auburn University has provided me excellent facilitfy and environ-
ment to conduct ressarcch in forast products and weilization. My
reseazrch interests will be Tn the areas of utlllzation of low-grads
hardwoods, deslan of compoesite structural elements for constructlan,
and application of solar energy In lumber drying. Desides, this,

I am teaching an undergraduate coursa Tn Forest Preducts this Fal)
quarker,

1% is @ pleastra to be o member of the fuburn forest grouap,
considered to be one of the leading Férest programs bn the South.
if | can provide you any technical assTstance, please contact me.



